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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

VIRIGINA BEACH, VA POLICE DEPARTMENT GOES
BLACKHAWK!® SERPA® AGENCY WIDE

NORFOLK, VA (August 2008) The Virginia Beach
Police Department has decided to go to the SERPA
holster system for the entire agency. The department will
issue the Level 3 SERPA duty holster to all uniformed
officers, the Level 2 concealment SERPA to detectives,
and the Level 3 Tactical SERPA with the Xiphos™
weapon mounted light for all K-9 and SWAT officers.
Transition to the new holster system will take place
during the regular annual firearms training cycle and will

be completed by the end of the year.

Virginia Beach PD initially began a trial run with the
police academy classes and saw that the SERPA system gave them faster draw times and
greater weapon security than their current issue Level 3 holster. The reduction in weapon take-

aways during handgun retention training particularly impressed the academy instructors.

Virginia Beach PD now joins other departments that have taken advantage of the SERPA
holster system’s “Every Officer, Every Job, Same Holster Draw” advantage that allows an
agency to go to one holster system that has the same draw for all concealment, duty and
tactical holsters. This eliminates the “commonality of training” issue that requires an agency to
train with a variety of holsters that function in different ways and can confuse officers as they

change job roles. With one draw for every holster, this is never an issue.

-more-


http://www.blackhawk.com/product/Level-3-SERPA-Auto-Lock-Duty-Holster,1175,1412.htm
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Mike Noell, founder and CEO of BLACKHAWK!, stated that, “We are really gratified in the
confidence that Virginia Beach PD has shown in selecting our SERPA holster system for the
entire agency. They are one of our hometown agencies and that makes it even better that the
officers that protect many of BLACKHAWK?!'s employees will all be using our holster system.
Virginia Beach PD has an excellent reputation for selecting the best equipment for their officers,

and we take a lot of pride in this.”

About BLACKHAWK!®:

BLACKHAWK! Products Group™, founded in 1993 by President and CEO Mike Noell, is a
leading US manufacturer of tactical, military and law enforcement equipment. It is a global
manufacturer of tactical gear, duty holsters, illumination tools, breaching tools, knives, body
armor, apparel and footwear, recoil-reducing stocks and outdoor products. BLACKHAWK!
headquarters is in Norfolk, Virginia, with US manufacturing facilities in North Carolina, Montana,
and Idaho. For more information on BLACKHAWK! and BLACKHAWK! products, log on to
www.BLACKHAWK.com or call 800-694-5263.




